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Abstract 
The article focuses on discourse as a complex special characteristics and functions, academic and communication strategies. The 
interaction of an individual occurs in the definite communicative environment, definite social sphere of communication. 
Educational discourse is pragmatic and institutional one. The general purpose of the educational discourse under consideration is 
to study the establishing of conditions for development of well-rounded personalities in their psychophysical, social and personal 
characteristics. Language is considered both as a means and aim of teaching. The arguments first propose that the modern 
educational discourse is the crossroads of anthropology, contemporary approaches to studying language and culture comprises 
knowledge of classical literature. Second, global approach to English determines new teaching strategies: to teach international, 
generally received language, to adopt it to the needs of your society and to save its unicity. The third matter under consideration 
is classical English literature as an important component of a total language arts and the way it provides a language model. At last 
literature shows the dynamic interrelation between language and society, economic and political conditions in Britain and the 
whole world during the centuries. The methods of theoretical, lingua-cultural, qualitative analyses are used. The conclusion is 
drawn on the matter of the English classical literature as not only the wealth of sociolinguistic knowledge but also a means of 
recording changes in English, the way of studying/teaching language and forming aesthetical and moral values, a means of 
forming tolerance that is important in the modern multicultural world.  
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1. Introduction 
Classical literature of any nation is the standard of the language. Classical English literature is worth admiration. 
It is based on the works outstanding masters such as W. Shakespeare, G. Byron, T. Hardy, the Brontë sisters, J. 
Austin, Ch. Dickens, W. Thackeray etc. The texts of classical literature are used in language-teaching process 
increasingly as they possess the ability not only to motivate foreign language study but also to acquaint students 
with realia of the country, its geography, history; they educate students’ taste in literature. This approach allows the 
teacher to combine cultural, historical elements with linguistic phenomena that are not only a means of 
communication but also the way of upbringing and cultivating tolerance and neighbourly charity. So the importance 
of the English classical literature in forming basic human values as well as linguistic skills in the second language 
acquisition is underlined and special attention to the English classical literature as a reservoir of linguistic artefacts 
is given. The educational discourse that has informational, semiotic, anthropological and culturological sources, is 
considered both as a product of the activity and as an efficient process of creation interaction of its sources. 
1.1. Modern Educational Discourse 
The most important present-day world development trend caused by a transition to the information society 
represents an increased role of education, setting it as one of top priorities. Our century brought significant new 
developments in the study of educational discourse. The educational discourse is considered as pragmatic and 
institutional one because interaction of individual occurs in the definite communicative environment, definite social 
sphere of communication. The educational discourse is communication of educational establishments with their 
consumers. So, the educational discourse is established in the scope of a specific social institute (educational 
institution), centres on a person in terms of its content (purpose, methods and means relate to development of a 
student’s personality in an organized process of social education); it is characterized by status-role relations of 
communication participants (a teacher and a student) and has a specific aim (socialization of a new member of the 
society) (Karasik, 2004). 
Strategies of the educational discourse are determined by a main aim – socialization of a person – and reduced to 
communicative intentions which specify a main aim of the discourse. So, a general purpose of the educational 
discourse is to establish conditions for development of a well-rounded personality in a full variety of its 
psychophysical, social and personal characteristics. Thus, the main functions of the educational discourse are 
informative, pragmatic, emotive and maintaining contact. The last two but not the least are directly connected with 
using classical English literature in studying/teaching process as they are carried out with linguistic means for 
expressing the attitude to the content or the collocutor and using means for coming into psychological contact with 
the addressee. 
Norms of the educational discourse reflect ethnic values of a community in general and values of a specific social 
group forming the institute. The educational discourse is conventionally considered in two levels: micro (school 
class, student group, conference, discussion group, etc.) and macro (the big social group, e.g. controverting on 
urgent educational issues). 
Chronotope of the educational discourse is an educational institution (school, college, university, and classroom) 
and time allotted intentionally for communication (lesson, lecture, examination). Values of the educational discourse 
are brought to acknowledgement and consolidation of social traditions. Participants of the educational discourse are 
a teacher and a student acting in various communicative situations. The educational discourse is characterized by a 
fundamental inequality of communication participants. Positive results of educational relations are to a large extent 
determined, in opinion of scientists, by a communication potential of the teacher’s personality and his/her 
communication skills. 
The modern educational discourse is the cross-roads of anthropology, the contemporary approaches to studying 
language and culture comprises knowledge of classical literature. 
Modern Russian educational policy is based on internationalization, institutionalization, cultural convergence and 
acknowledgment of universal aims and values. Pragmatic necessity of good English speaking/teaching, as it is a 
language of international communication, is put forward. The English language helps to form the united educational 
area and to solve such problem as the language and cultural barrier, as well as later political problems caused by 
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globalization. Global encroachment of the English language determines new teaching strategies: to teach 
international, generally received language, to adopt it to the needs of your society and at the same time to save its 
unicity. In this situation, the English classical literature is of great importance. 
1.2. Classical English Literature as Integration of History and Language 
Classical English literature is a conglomerate of literature of different times and nations. When speaking about 
the classical English literature the focus is on literature in the English language from anywhere, not just the literature 
of England. It includes works by Scottish, Irish, Welsh writers as well as literature in English from former British 
colonies, including the USA. 
Expansion of the English language in the world caused spreading of the English literature along all continents. 
Being the literature of a great nation of a small island, it has made its marks in the world on account of its spirit of 
adventure, perseverance and tenacity. 
The classical English literature has always been a useful resource for history and historians. It may offer a 
practical and comprehensive guide to English history from Anglo-Saxon times to the present. Typically, the 
classical English literature promises a view of that fine grain of events and experiences which otherwise tend to 
shrink to invisibility in the long perspectives of historical explanation. The classical English literature seems to have 
some of the authority of the eye-witness account, in providing the historians with enactment, particularity and 
individual testimony. This approach is based upon an awareness of the relations between literary forms and their 
historical context.  
The increasing contemporary interest in studying the interaction between language and literature, its specific 
application to English teaching is a subject of many discussions. Contemporary and recent publications are reviewed 
for the wide range of possibilities and the benefits that integration offers in an attempt to identify common ground in 
the literature (Butler, 2014). 
Classical English literature is an important component of a total language arts and it provides a language model 
for those who hear and read it, supports all areas of the language arts curriculum. Moreover, classical English 
literature saves the English language from irreversible changes. 
1.3. Sociolinguistic Knowledge through Classical Literature 
English literature is one of the resources for English language studying. It is obvious that literary texts can be 
used as a resource for enhancing foreign language learners' sociolinguistic knowledge. As the sociolinguistic ability 
is a temporal issue relating to here and now to a great extent, the contemporary and classical literature is the best 
choice.  
Literature helps in understanding other cultures and learning more about cultural and communicative norms and 
issues. “From the linguistic perspective, studying classic literature from the Western canon (Shakespeare, Dickens, 
Orwell and so on) affords students of English the opportunity to understand, analyse and evaluate language quite 
different from their own. Structures, trends in punctuation and in the way we speak have evolved through the ages 
and being aware of these developments really helps us to better understand language in its current context (Law, 
2014). 
As literature is the reflection of society, the various changes, which have come about in English society, from the 
earliest to the modern time, have left their stamps on English literature. Literature is a wonderful way to teach the 
English language and certainly a great way to explore the power of relationships, culture, ideas and attitudes. “There 
are more benefits to the study of literature. Understanding a story through the experiences of a character enables us 
to feel what it could have been like and helps us consider the impact of events, significant or otherwise, on ordinary 
people. Gaining a broad view of society, through the eyes of another, fosters understanding, tolerance and empathy 
and the value of these capacities cannot be underestimated in today's world (Law, 2014). 
Chaucer gave great characteristics of the period in which he was living, Shakespeare took proper notice of great 
events which were taking place during Elizabeth reign, Jane Austin understood the experience of love and love 
disappointed. She is different from other writers of her time, because her main interest is in moral, social and 
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psychological behaviour of her characters. She wrote mainly about young heroines as they grow up and search for 
personal happiness. She did not write about the social and political issues but her observations of people apply to 
human nature in general. Countless English writers, both professional and amateur form the English-speaking world 
contributed to the endless process of education. “Literature has been the activity of a cultural elite, and it has been 
what is sometimes called ‘cultural capital’: learning about literature gives you a stake in culture that may pay off in 
various ways, helping you fit in with people of higher social status” (Culler, 2000). 
They all had the sociolinguistic environment of their times that helps us to realize the modern mentality. 
“Understanding the past does, we hope, prevents us from repeating the mistakes of our predecessors but, more than 
that, it helps us appreciate how attitudes have changed over time. This, in turn, promotes a deeper understanding of 
why we are who we are today” (Law, 2014).  
Literature is rich with social context. The writings of authors through different periods give us an opportunity to 
experience the lives of people and the way they spoke/speak over different ages even up to today. In a text, learners 
enrich their knowledge with new vocabulary; recognize different grammatical structures according to their levels, 
identifying how English words are pronounced while listening to them. Moreover, learners are exposed to writing 
too; moving from one paragraph to another teaches them that each paragraph should treat one idea. 
Finally, the most important benefit that a literary text provides is learning through a context; learners learn the 
four skills after they get involved in the text and not any text, thus, it is for the teacher to select the suitable text 
depending on the theme needed in the current lesson. “… we challenge their thinking and we bolster their 
confidence to become even more skilled in the use of their own language. Or as the CBI (Confederation of British 
Industry) might say, we're equipping them with essential skills for the real world.” (Law, 2014) 
Working with literature in foreign language lessons is a valuable addition to all other teacher's and learner's 
activities. Even poetry is very useful in acquisition-processes related to phonological aspects. 
1.4. English Literature as an Artefact of ‘Modern’ Spelling Problems 
Bringing theoretical and historical approaches together gives the opportunity to analyze the most striking features 
and developments in the language. Literature shows the dynamic interrelation between the language and the society, 
economic and political conditions in Britain during the centuries.  
The relationship between the written and the spoken forms of English is the greatest problems in studying 
English. There is a saying among foreigners to describe English spelling and reading: We say Manchester and write 
Liverpool. 
The examples and explanations are presented in the classical literature. Historical roots of the problem may be 
explained by the words of J. Lynch. “The first impression that strikes a modern observer is chaos. We notice the 
capricious spelling right away. … By modern standards, Shakespeare’s spelling is a mess: thred for thread, then for 
than, point for point, ortagriphie for orthography, and so on.  And this little selection only hints at the anarchy of 
early modern spelling. The same word can be spelled in several ways in a single poem. Shakespeare wasn’t even 
consistent in spelling his own name (Lynch, 2010). 
The spelling problem of the English language is caused by using the alphabet that was designed for a different 
language. It is a modified version of the Latin alphabet that doesn’t have enough letters for English sounds and, 
moreover, there are several of letters are unnecessary: x is ks; q is the k sound; c is represented by either k or s. 
What is more, current English alphabet isn’t the only one that’s been used to record the English language.  
The starting point for the classical English literature may be considered the time the runic written records 
appeared on the British Isles. The runic sometimes obliterated inscriptions were on swords, hanaps, chalices, stone 
crosses with verse, magic dicta, spells etc.  “Sometime around the seventh century, though, Irish missionaries and 
scribes reintroduced the Latin alphabet to England, and by the eleventh century the old runic alphabet had died out 
completely. Because the twenty-three Latin letters weren’t enough to cover all the sounds of the English language, 
English scribes borrowed a few runes to supplement their alphabet.” (Lynch, 2010) 
The history of the language and the country forms simultaneously, these branches of the history influence on 
each other and foreshadows future development. “The English vocabulary was large even when the language had a 
few tens of thousands of illiterate speakers who attracted no international attention. Starting around the year 500, 
tribes from north-central Europe began to settle in the British Isles. These tribes, known as the Angles, the Saxons, 
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and the Jutes, spoke their own closely related Teutonic or Germanic languages; once they displaced the existing 
Celtic population to the outer edges of the British Isles, their speech began both to achieve a kind of unity among 
themselves and to drift from its Continental cousins, eventually resulting in a distinct language.”(Lynch, 2010) 
So...humans have been using the language for a long time, though no one knows how long exactly. A word or 
any linguistic unit absorbs values of the ages in which it lives. The problem of understanding the meaning of 
linguistic units is linked with a possibility of increasing our knowledge about the world diachronically. The meaning 
of linguistic units depicts and encapsulates historical and social development of the nation (Zerkinɚ, 2014). A 
contribution of English classical literature to evolving the “mysteries” of the spelling is great. 
2. Conclusion 
The educational discourse having informational, semiotic, anthropological and culturological sources, is 
considered not only as a product of the activity, but also as a process of its creation, and efficiency of this process is 
determined by a wide range of external and internal factors. External factors are stipulated by social and educational 
environment where the educational discourse is established and functions, while internal factors relate to personality 
traits and attitudes of parties of the educational process. 
The English classical literature, History and the English language are three components that interact with each 
other and forms temporal and spatial lingua-cultural area. 
The English classical literature is not only the wealth of sociolinguistic knowledge, heritage and history but also a 
means of recording changes in the English language, the way of studying/teaching language and forming aesthetical 
and moral values, a means of forming tolerance that is highly important in the modern global multicultural world. 
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